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to the benefit of everybody, a win-win pro-
posal.

I really appreciate the commitment and
the enthusiasm that President Bush showed
on his presentations today. I think that’s what
we need in Latin America, that kind of sup-
port, that kind of push, that kind of dyna-
mism that Latin America will take with our
partner—in this case, the United States.

Missionary Aircraft Incident in Peru
Q. Mr. President, the United States had

a surveillance aircraft tracking the missionary
plane over Peru. Does the United States
share any responsibility for it being shot
down as a suspected drug plane?

President Bush. The United States is cer-
tainly upset by the fact that a citizen—two
citizens lost their lives in Peru. Our hearts
go out to the families, the community af-
fected by the loss. I will wait to see all the
facts before I reach any conclusions about
blame. But right now, we mourn for the loss
of a life—two lives. And I’m——

Labor and Environment Protections in
Trade Agreements

Q. In your speech today, you mentioned
labor and environmental standards. Were
you signaling that this will have to be part
of future trade deals?

President Bush. I understand there’s a lot
of discussion about labor codicils and envi-
ronmental codicils. What I was signaling is
that we should not allow those codicils to de-
stroy the spirit of free trade. In other words,
a free trade agreement focuses on com-
merce, and that while I understand that some
unionists are interested in making sure
there’s labor protections, I don’t want those
labor protections to be used to destroy the
free trade agreement.

Secondly, it’s very important for folks to
understand that when there’s more trade,
there’s more commerce, and there’s more
prosperity. And a prosperous society is more
likely to be just. And a prosperous society
is one more likely to have good environ-
mental standards and be able to enforce
those standards.

So I happen to think trade and clean air
and trade and labor conditions—good labor
conditions—go hand in hand. It’s the poor

nations that have trouble dealing with labor
conditions. It’s the poor nations that have
trouble meeting their obligations to environ-
mental quality. And I firmly believe, like my
friend the President believes, that commerce
and trade go hand in hand, which will yield
a more prosperous society all throughout the
hemisphere.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:41 p.m. in the
Club Executive Room at the Hilton Quebec. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Statement on Earth Day
April 21, 2001

On April 22 each year for more than three
decades, Americans have paused on Earth
Day to celebrate the rich blessings of our
Nation’s natural resources and to take stock
of our stewardship of nature’s gifts. Each of
us understands that our prosperity as a Na-
tion will mean little if our legacy to future
generations is a world of polluted air, toxic
waste, and vanished forests.

During the past 31 years, we have made
progress on protecting our environment.
America is truly blessed with a vibrant and
flourishing environment. But with blessings
come responsibility. There is much more to
do. As we celebrate Earth Day on this April
22, 2001, I encourage Americans to join me
in renewing our commitment to protecting
the environment and leaving our children
and grandchildren with a legacy of clean
water, clean air, and natural beauty.

The President’s News Conference
With Summit of the Americas
Leaders in Quebec
April 22, 2001

[Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada
opened the news conference with brief re-
marks in French and continued in English.
No translation of his remarks in French was
provided.]

Prime Minister Chretien. We will start
with the President of the United States.
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President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister,
thank you very much, and congratulations on
a very successful summit. I want to thank
you and your staff and the people of Quebec
City for their hospitality.

I’ve been most impressed by the discus-
sions we’ve had. It’s clear to me that ours
is a hemisphere united by freedom. It’s a
partnership that will help us tackle the big
challenges that we all face: the education of
our children, HIV/AIDS, protecting our en-
vironment. It’s a strong partnership. It’s a
partnership that will help us all achieve what
we want—is that everybody in our respective
countries are able to succeed and realize
their dreams.

I want to thank my fellow leaders who
were here. This is my first summit, as you
know. I’ve been most impressed by the qual-
ity of leadership. I am most thankful for the
generous hospitality each leader showed me.
I listened a lot; I learned a lot. There’s no
question in my mind we have challenges
ahead of us, but there’s also no question that
we can meet those challenges.

So, Mr. Prime Minister, thank you very
much, sir.

Prime Minister Chretien. Thank you,
Mr. President. And now we’ll ask the Presi-
dent of Chile, Mr. Lagos, to say a few words.

[At this point, President Richardo Lagos of
Chile, President Fernando de la Rua of Ar-
gentina, and President Vicente Fox of Mexico
made brief remarks in Spanish, and trans-
lations were not provided.]

Prime Minister Chretien. I thank you
very much, President Fox. And I now call
on President Andres Pastrana.

President Andres Pastrana of Colom-
bia. Thank you, Honorable Right Prime
Minister. First, I’d like to thank you, Mr.
Prime Minister, Mr. Chretien, and all of your
people for your hospitality in these last few
days, hospitality that we have enjoyed in
Quebec. I think that those who preceded me
have expressed the basic tenets of what has
occurred here today. But now I would like
to share what President Lagos said—back
what he said with regard to the democratic
clause and the importance of it for the Amer-
icas.

We have put all of our efforts as leaders
of our democracies to strengthen our democ-
racies. And as we have said throughout this
summit, we must move from a political de-
mocracy to an economic democracy.
Through that, we can seek improvement of
living conditions of the most poor and the
neediest amongst us.

If there is something that has brought us
together, or which unites us, or what calls
us here today at this summit, what calls 34
heads of state of the Americas together, what
calls us together is our concern for human
beings and, particularly, to improve the con-
ditions of life, as I said, for the poorest and
the most needy.

And as President Fox said, this is the op-
portunity to thank all 34 heads of state for
their support to state politics, the process of
peace in Colombia. Thank you for your sup-
port to a political and negotiated solution to
the conflict which has torn asunder our coun-
try for the last 30 years.

And once again, as says the declaration,
we support the peace process. Thank you for
your support. And I would also like to call
your attention to the uprising, to those be-
hind it, to those who are marginalized and
not following the law, and that this is en-
shrined in our declaration. We can and we
will quickly reach humanitarian agreements
with regard to the respect of human rights,
respecting humanitarian international law,
and especially to not exclude the civilian pop-
ulation.

Prime Minister Chretien. And now, I
would like to give the floor to President
Francisco Flores from El Salvador.

President Francisco Flores Perez of El
Salvador. When the whole world is facing
a creative, technological, and scientific revo-
lution and countries become more and more
integrated, it’s key that leaders of the world
understand that the possibilities of our coun-
tries are based on going from a view of the
state as a closed and autonomous organ to
a collection of open, integrated societies that
support democracy and freedom.

And the definition of a new state is a basis
to struggle against poverty, to respect the tre-
mendous diversities that exist in the Amer-
icas, and the possibility of moving ahead in
the world the way we want to move ahead,
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especially those of us who believe in prin-
ciples.

If anything has been learned from the
greatest and most recent tragedies in El Sal-
vador, especially the last two earthquakes, is
that the foundations of countries are not
physical things; they are moral things. They
are based on their strength and their belief
in principles and in the belief of men,
women, and their dignity.

I would like to thank the Government of
Canada for hosting this meeting that has con-
firmed these values, which, I believe, are the
basis for hope for the future in the Americas.

Prime Minister Chretien. Thank you. I
thank President Flores. I give the floor to
Prime Minister Owen Archer of the Bar-
bados.

Prime Minister Owen Archer of Bar-
bados. Mr. Prime Minister, thank you for
allowing me the opportunity to share a per-
spective on behalf of the Caribbean. It is not
only the smallest and most vulnerable region
in our hemisphere but the smallest and most
vulnerable region in the world.

From the outset in 1994, we were very
clear that the exercise in which we are in-
volved through these summits is greater than
the mere creation of an integrated economic
area, but must entail our creation of a pro-
gram of development cooperation to support
the emergence and the evolution of a truly
hemispheric community for the Americas.
And from the onset, we were clear that the
effort had to stand the test of equity, had
to stand the test of inclusiveness, and had
to stand the test of relevance. It has to be
relevant for today’s purposes and tomorrow’s
needs. The Caribbean is pleased to be able
to say that this summit has taken us a far
distance to being satisfied in all of those tests.

We are not only living in the 21st century;
we are now living in a new information age
in which there is a great danger of a new
dangerous inequality caused by a digital di-
vide. And I believe that in the context of a
21st century society, this summit will stand
as that summit where the leaders of the
Americas determined that there should be
no digital divide in our Americas, that the
benefits of the new information technology
have been brought within the reach of all
of our citizens. Our connectivity agenda is,

in my judgment, the most exciting new devel-
opment from this summit, which I commend
to the people of the Caribbean.

We are also very pleased that the arrange-
ments for economic integration have now
been so deliberately designed to truly accom-
modate the special concerns of the smallest
and the most vulnerable entities in our hemi-
sphere. And this summit has stood the test
of equity.

May I also say, Mr. Prime Minister, that
the Caribbean has used this summit, as well,
and the meetings in the margin of this sum-
mit to lay a foundation for stronger bilateral
relationships with our neighbors, particularly
the United States of America, Canada, Cen-
tral America, and the Mercosur countries and
the Andean countries, and that we can leave
this summit looking to the prospect of being
part of a successful partnership in a success-
ful neighborhood of the Americas.

I thank you.
Prime Minister Chretien. Thank you

very much, Mr. Prime Minister.
And now the journalists have the floor.

Protesters and the Free Trade Agenda
Q. Mr. President, President Bush, I will

direct my question to the Prime Minister of
Canada, but we would very much like you
to answer the question afterwards, if you
don’t mind.

[A question was asked and answered in
French, and a translation was not provided.
Following his response in French, Prime Min-
ister Chretien spoke in English.]

Prime Minister Chretien. So I don’t
think that it is a question of our legitimacy.
We are very legitimate. We were elected, all
of us. And when you look at what was the
Americas some 30 years ago, and what it is
today, look at the progress that democracy
has made. Look at the clause that we have
developed together at this time to make sure
that democracy will remain in the Americas.

And a lot of people were invited to com-
ment. We organized a parallel summit, at the
expense of the Government. And they met;
they discussed; they debated; they met with
ministers; there were ministers from my gov-
ernment and ministers from many other
Governments that listened to them. And I’m
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very proud of the unions, for example, who
decided to organize a parade of protest. It
was done in a very orderly fashion. They
made sure that those who wanted to break
everything were not part of it.

There were some hundreds of them who
had come with the goal of trying to disrupt
us, and I want to say a great thank you again
to the police of the city of Quebec, of the
province of Quebec, and the Federal police,
for the way that they have handled the situa-
tion. We could see it on TV, and the restrain,
the discipline they’ve shown is an example.

I guess in other summits there will still
be some protestors, communicating among
themselves on the Internet and so on, and
they have the right to protest. But we will
not tolerate breaking the peace of the people.
In a democracy, you have a right to speak,
but you have to respect the law.

And I don’t know if the President would
like to comment on that.

President Bush. Well, let me just say that
I campaigned vigorously on a free trade
agenda. There should be no question in any-
body’s mind in my country that I would come
to Quebec City to promote trade.

For those who question trade and its bene-
fits, I would urge them to look at the experi-
ence that we’ve had as a result of NAFTA.
Canada has benefited; Mexico has benefited;
the United States has benefited. Sure, there
are going to be some who complain, and
that’s what happens in a democracy. But the
overall benefits have been great for our three
countries. And it serves as an example to at-
tract the positive opinions of other leaders
who came to this summit. It’s a positive ex-
ample for the doubters to look at, for the
skeptics to see that wealth can be spread
throughout our hemisphere.

And we have a choice to make. We can
combine in a common market so we can
compete in the long term with the Far East
and Europe, or we can go on our own. I sub-
mit—and I suspect the other leaders will
echo with me; I hope they do, at least—that
going on our own is not the right way to do
so. Combining in a market in our own hemi-
sphere makes sense. It’s a logical extension
of what’s taken place through NAFTA.

There are some people in my country that
want to shut down free trade. And they’re

welcome to express their opinions. I heard
it throughout the campaign. But it’s not going
to change my opinion about the benefits of
free trade, not only for my country and the
people who work in my country and the peo-
ple who wonder whether there’s a future in
my country, but the benefits of free trade
for all the countries of this hemisphere are
strong. And I intend to vigorously pursue a
free trade agenda.

Prime Minister Chretien. Thank you.
Next.

Missionary Aircraft Incident in Peru
Q. Thank you, sir. President Bush, you

talked at the summit with Peru’s leader about
the downing of a U.S. missionary plane in
a joint U.S.-Peru mission. Your administra-
tion has not clarified the U.S. role in this
incident thus far, so I’d like to follow up
briefly. How much responsibility do we bear,
since it was our spotter plane that identified
the missionaries’ aircraft for Peru’s Air Force
to pursue?

President Bush. First, the incident that
took place in Peru is a terrible tragedy. And
our hearts go out to the families who have
been affected. Secondly, I did speak to the
Prime Minister of Peru, who expressed his
government’s sincere condolences.

Our Government is involved with helping,
and a variety of agencies are involved with
helping our friends in South America identify
airplanes that might be carrying illegal drugs.
These operations have been going on for
quite a while. We’ve suspended such flights
until we get to the bottom of the situation,
to fully understand all the facts, to under-
stand what went wrong in this terrible trag-
edy.

Q. What was our role, sir, in the downing?
President Bush. Our role was to, like in

other missions, Ron [Ron Fournier, Associ-
ated Press], was to provide information as
to tail numbers. Our role is to help countries
identify planes that fail to file flight plans.
Our role was to simply pass on information.
But we’ll get to the bottom of the situation.
But I want everybody in my country to un-
derstand that we weep for the families whose
lives have been affected.

Prime Minister Chretien. Next.
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Trade Promotion Authority
Q. Good afternoon. I have a question for

the President of the United States. Mr. Bush,
you’re personally committed to the liberaliza-
tion of this hemisphere, but you don’t have
a broadbased mandate from the U.S. Con-
gress to negotiate. What can the Govern-
ments of Latin America do to help you over-
come the opposition of economic groups and
of legislators in your country? Thank you.

President Bush. Write your Congress-
man. [Laughter]

I appreciate that so very much. That’s the
very same statement that the President of
Uruguay asked. I am confident I will have
trade promotion authority by the end of the
year, because I think most people in the
United States Congress understand that
trade is beneficial in our hemisphere. We’re
going to proceed concurrently with that, par-
allel to that, with the trade agreement with
Chile, and we hope to have that concluded
by the end of the year.

But I’ve assured my colleagues that my ad-
ministration will work to get trade promotion
authority. Most Presidents have had what
they call fast-track; we now call it trade pro-
motion authority. And I intend to get it my-
self. It’s in our Nation’s best interests to have
the President have that authority.

In the meantime, as I mentioned to you,
my friend the President of Chile and I will
instruct our respective and appropriate mem-
bers of our administration to hammer out,
negotiate, and effect a trade agreement be-
tween our two countries.

Argentine Financial Crisis
Q. President de la Rua, the question is

for President Bush, but I would also like your
answer if you will, Your Excellency. Presi-
dent Bush, the United States Secretary of the
Treasury gave direct financial aid to Mexico
to overcome the tequila crisis and to stop
propagation to the rest of the region. Given
the economic financial crisis in Argentina is
already spreading to neighboring countries
such as Brazil, I’d like to know if the United
States plans to give direct financial aid to Ar-
gentina as it did with Mexico in the past.

President Bush. It’s too early to make that
determination. Having said that, Secretary of
the Treasury O’Neill, as well as others in my

administration, are watching closely the situ-
ation in Argentina. It is in our Nation’s inter-
est that the Argentine economy recover.
That’s obviously in the interest of neighbors
that it do so, as well. But we’re watching very
carefully. We’re in touch with your govern-
ment on a regular basis, and we’ll make the
determinations as to either bilateral aid or
additional aid through the international fi-
nancial institutions as the case merits.

Q. President de la Rua.
President Fernando de la Rua of Argen-

tina. The support given by the President of
the United States and the Secretary of the
Treasury is of great value. And assistance to
our country has come through multilateral
financial institutions and other countries who
have given us international guarantees. So
this has insured a fiscal solvency in my coun-
try.

There is no risk, in my opinion, of prob-
lems in our country—this transitional prob-
lem in Argentina extending to neighboring
countries. Argentina, with international fi-
nancial institutions’ help, will be meeting the
IMF’s criteria, and is endeavoring in a very
determined fashion to reduce the fiscal def-
icit and to ensure fiscal solvency in every as-
pect. So there is no risk of any—that we need
to be concerned about.

Next.

International Energy Resources
Q. I am from a newspaper in Mexico City,

and I have a question addressed to President
Bush and to Prime Minister Jean Chretien.
Mexico, there is an issue that is of great inter-
est, and I’m referring now to the power issue.
I’d like to ask both of you, what is your view
for what would be a hemispheric-wide en-
ergy plan? What commitments have you al-
ready reached, and what would be needed
for such a plan to be equitable as between
producers and the great consumers of
power?

President Bush. Well, first, if Canadian
suppliers and Mexican suppliers of energy
and electricity are looking for a market,
they’ve found one in the United States.
We’re short of energy. We need more energy
in our country. Much of what will be ex-
plored, from the exploration perspective, will
depend upon price. The farther away you get
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from market, the deeper the waters, the
higher the price must be. But the price of
energy is high enough to spur exploration ac-
tivities on both sides of our border.

What the United States can do is to pro-
vide markets by better pipelines, across-bor-
der permitting, welcoming supplies of nat-
ural gas, regardless of the country of origin.
We can work with our friends, the Mexicans,
in the south, about the development of elec-
tricity. I have talked with President Fox
about that, not only when I was in Mexico
but also earlier this week, and will discuss
this very issue with the Prime Minister and
the President right after this press con-
ference.

Part of our issue is to make sure our elec-
tricity grids are open enough to handle addi-
tional power, say, in the western part of our
State, obviously the western part of Mexico.
There is some very good news in our hemi-
sphere, at least as far as Americans are con-
cerned, and that is that because of tech-
nologies, the Canadians have developed vast
crude oil resources in what appeared here-
tofore to be crude oil that could not be recov-
ered from the ground in what they call tar
pits—tar sands, and therefore, Canada is
going to be the largest exporter of crude oil
to the United States. That’s good for our na-
tional security; it’s good for our economy.

There’s a lot of work we can do together.
It is important for our hemisphere to not only
trade liberally but to move energy through-
out the hemisphere as needed, and it starts
with the cooperation between Mexico, Can-
ada, and the United States.

Prime Minister Chretien. I don’t have
much to add to that. I think that the market
in the United States is a great opportunity
for Canada. Already, as the President just
said, we are the biggest exporter of oil to
United States, and it will increase even more
in the years to come. We have a lot of natural
gas in Canada at this moment.

I remember, at the time when I was Min-
ister of Energy, we had to sell our oil and
gas in Canada to our consumers, to give them
a market. Now we have a huge market there,
but we have to make sure that the develop-
ment of these resources will be done in a
very effective way, that we have assured mar-
ket. And we do that, having all the time in

mind—we have to do that with the mentality
that we have to do these things in protecting
the environment. But there is a lot of oppor-
tunities, and we’ll be discussing that later on
this afternoon.

Next.

Colombia
Q. This question is for Mr. Bush. If Mr.

Pastrana can react to it, too, and Mr.
Chretien, if that’s possible. Regarding the
declaration backing of the peace process in
Colombia, Mr. Bush, would your govern-
ment be willing to take a more active role
and participate in this peace process? And
how committed are you to the peace process
in Colombia?

President Bush. We have funded Plan
Colombia, which is over a billion dollars of
U.S. taxpayers’ money. That’s a very strong
commitment. At this summit, we laid out an
additional Andean initiative of $880 million,
monies not only to go to Colombia but the
surrounding countries to Colombia, monies
that recognize that not only is interdiction
important, but also we need to develop infra-
structure. We need to have sustainable crop
replacement programs. So our country is
committed to the region.

I believe firmly that President Pastrana is
a strong leader who is doing everything he
can to bring the peace. But it’s going to be
up to President Pastrana to make the peace.
Once he does so, we’ll stand by his side. And
so our support has been strong, and it’s been
consistent. And we’ll continue to support our
friend, the democratically elected leader of
Colombia.

President Pastrana. Thank you very
much for your question. Yes, I think that
President Bush has—will resume what has
been the help, $1.3 billion, the last year. He
talked about a near $1 billion for this next
year for what he has been calling the Andean
initiative.

More than money, we are asking com-
merce—that’s why we are asking the United
States; that’s why we were asking Europe.
And that’s why President Bush is committing
in the extension of ATPA and the enhance-
ment of ATPA, to try to get to really some
preference that will allow us to get more em-
ployment for our people.
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I think that President Bush is also very
committed in drug addiction. I said yesterday
to President Bush that a drug addict is a drug
terrorist. One smell of cocaine in the United
States is a death in Colombia. So that’s why
he’s also very committed in working and
fighting inside the United States. As you will
know, the U.S. is expending nearly $20 bil-
lion in drug prevention programs. And he’s
really very committed to bring, also, down
consumption in his country.

And I think that we had a meeting in
Cartagena, the Andean countries, the ATPA
countries: Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia.
We invited Venezuela as an observer to the
ATPA. And we hope that with the help of
President Bush and with the help of the U.S.
Congress, we will get the ATPA out before
the end of this year. And that will bring us
new opportunities for the poorest people of
our country.

Prime Minister Chretien. And of Can-
ada, I’ve assured the President that if they
need us to play a certain role, we’ll be avail-
able. There are some discussions to have cer-
tain participation. And if we can be useful,
we’ll be happy to help.

Free Trade Agreement for Central
America

Q. I’m one of the Salvadoran journalists
covering this summit. Bush, could you give
us details regarding the negotiation of a free
trade agreement with Central America? In
particularly, Mr. Bush, if you have in mind
a day to start negotiations? If you have in
mind a date to sign this agreement? And also
if your administration is going to give special
treatment to those Central American econo-
mies?

President Bush. Trade—I’m sorry, the
very end of your question? Special trade——

Q. Free trade agreement with Central
America.

President Bush. My first meeting here in
Quebec City is with my—actually, not my
first meeting—I had a meeting early—how
quickly we forget—with our friends from
Central America. And we talked about free
trade. And we talked about the possibilities
of a free trade agreement with a group of
nations.

I did not dismiss that notion at all. As a
matter of fact, it should be clear to people
that as we discuss the agreement that we’re
discussing here at this summit, that our Na-
tion is willing to work with others, such as
Chile, to negotiate bilateral agreements.

And so, I’m openminded is the way to de-
scribe that to you. And I think the leaders
would tell you that we had a very frank dis-
cussion, and it’s very possible—it’s very pos-
sible that we’ll be able to come to an agree-
ment with a group of nations that would real-
ly make a logical extension from NAFTA. So,
to answer your question, I don’t have a date
specific, but in my mind is the idea of that
possibility.

Q. Will you support, Mr. Bush, any kind
of special treatment for those Central Amer-
ican economies in this agreement?

President Bush. Well, that’s what I was
saying. I would be very openminded. As you
know, we’re committed in your country to
helping with natural disasters. It’s in our Na-
tion’s interest that your good country, with
its brilliant young leader, be—help recover.
It’s going to be hard to have a good economic
vitality and growth without the aid necessary
to help recover from the natural disaster that
took place. But I’m openminded.

Let me just say something on behalf of
my government about el Presidente de El Sal-
vador. He is a breath of fresh air. He is a
very bright light, and I’ve been most im-
pressed by his candor, his leadership, his in-
tegrity. He’s a great leader for your country.

Q. My question is for Prime Minister
Arthur—and before I do, Mr. Arthur, you
would be happy to know that westerners
aren’t doing too bad in Jamaica. Now, on the
opening on Friday, you spoke of special con-
siderations for the Caribbean in the FTAA
process. There have been concerns about the
OECD, IDB membership for some of the
small states. Going into the conference, what
were the Caribbean community and common
market’s primary concerns, and are you satis-
fied that these outcomes address these con-
cerns?

Prime Minister Archer. As I said at the
opening, we have committed ourselves to
being part of the effort to build a truly inclu-
sive hemispheric community. And one of our
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basic concerns, obviously, have been to en-
sure that our framework is in place to accom-
modate the needs of these smaller, more vul-
nerable entities within the community.

We are pleased that, as a result of the trade
ministers’ negotiations in Argentina, we shall
be embraced by heads of this summit that
there is a realistic framework in place for the
completion of the Free Trade Area of the
Americas, and that even more satisfying, that
there are now clear mandates given to the
individual negotiating groups that would en-
able us to be sure that we will translate the
principle of special and differential treatment
for smaller or more vulnerable societies into
the final agreement that will anchor the Free
Trade Area of the Americas.

The Caribbean was also concerned, having
participated in the two previous summits,
about the adequacy of the arrangements for
implementation. I think we would be remiss
were we not to say how heartened we have
been, ourselves, by the statement of commit-
ments given by the heads of the OAS, the
Inter-American Development Bank, the
World Bank—[inaudible]—to support our
plan of action with appropriate resources and
new institutional arrangements.

But you must believe me when I tell you
that for the Caribbean, we are excited by the
prospect of translating our human capital ad-
vantage into new industry in a new informa-
tion age. Nothing matters more to us than
to be able to leave a conference where there
is a commitment to a plan of action to put
the new information and communications
technology within the reach of the people
of the hemisphere, making it possible for us
to contemplate a future of specialization as
service societies in our new knowledge-based
global society.

And for me, certainly, this connectivity
agenda that will share the benefits of that
new technology to small societies is an excit-
ing opportunity that the Caribbean surely
will not miss out on.

Prime Minister Chretien. Thank you
very much, Prime Ministers. So this con-
cludes the press conference. There will be
another one in a few minutes by the officials
of—representative of the regional banks and
the World Bank and the political organization
of the Americas.

Thank you very much. See you next time.

NOTE: The President’s fifth news conference
began at 1:40 p.m. at the Quebec Convention
Center. In his remarks, President Bush referred
to President Valentin Paniagua Corazao of Peru
and President Jorge Batlle of Uruguay. President
Pastrana referred to ATPA, the Andean Trade
Preference Act, and a journalist referred to FTAA,
Free Trade Area of the Americas; OECD, Organi-
zation for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment; and IDB, International Data Bank. Presi-
dent Flores Perez’s remarks were in Spanish and
translated by an interpreter. A portion of Presi-
dent Pastrana’s remarks were in Spanish and a
portion of Prime Minister Chretien’s remarks
were in French and both were translated by an
interpreter. Portions of this news conference
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.
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We met today in Quebec City for the first
time as leaders of the three countries making
up North America. We have come together
as leaders of Canada, Mexico, and the United
States, North American neighbors who share
common values and interests. The ties that
link us—human, social, cultural, and eco-
nomic—are becoming stronger. Fully real-
izing the tremendous potential of North
America is a goal we all share.

Increased trade and investment are cor-
nerstones of a vibrant, expanding and more
comprehensive North American Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) since 1994 in bringing
about a truly remarkable expansion of trade
and investment among our countries.
NAFTA has eliminated many barriers to
trade, led to the elaboration of clear rules
of commerce, and established effective pro-
cedures for the resolution of disputes. We
will build on this progress by completing
NAFTA implementation and by identifying
ways in which NAFTA can ensure a more
predictable framework for the further devel-
opment of trade and investment within
North America. We will work to deepen a
sense of community, promote our mutual
economic interest, and ensure that NAFTA’s
benefits extend to all regions and social sec-
tors. Our governments will develop ideas on


